Eleven patients with carcinoma of papilla of Vater accompanied by non-invasive adenomatous component (nac) had good prognosis after surgical resection. These carcinomas were associated with low serum CA19-9 levels seldom invaded or metastasized to the pancreas, duodenum, lymph node and vein. On the contrary, 12 patients whose carcinomas lacked in `nac' had poor prognosis after resection. The `nac' negative carcinomas invaded or metastasised more frequently to the pancreas, duodenum, lymph node and vein. A half of the `nac' negative carcinoma showed high serum level of CA19 -9 . A significant different immunohistochemical pattern of CA19-9 was demonstrated between the `nac' positive and negative carcinomas . The former showed partial, while the latter showed diffuse distribution pattern, carcinoma of papilla of Vater ; non-invasive adenomatous component ; immunohistochemistry of Ca19-9 ; histopathology Non-invasive adenomatous component (nac) associated with the invasive carcinoma of the papilla of Vater was defined in this investigation of the adenoma like glands without stromal invasion such as irregular protrusion of the gland into the surrouding stroma with desmoplastic reaction, cribriform pattern, or papillary proliferation of the gland. In order to scrutinize the difference between the `nac' negative and positive carcinoma, an immunohistocemical study of CA19-9 was made in 23 carcinomas obtained after pancreatoduodenectomy in the Department of Surgery, Sendai National Hospital, with ABC method (Hsu et al. 1981 ) employing monoclonal antibody given by Toray Fuji Bionics, Inc., Tokyo. Furthermore, the frequency of cancerous spread to the pancreas, duodenum, lymph node, and vein was also examined histologically.
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A photomicrograph of the typical `nac' is shown in Fig. 1 . The `nac' positive carcinoma showed partial distribution of the CA19 -9, while the `nac' negative carcinoma showed diffuse distribution (Figs. 2, 3 and Table 1 ). Serum level of CA19-9 measured by ETA method in the `nac' positive and negative carcinoma was 31.6+ 10.9 (U/ml) and 300.4 with a range from 9 to 2010, respectively. One out of two carcinomas demonstrated negative distribution of CA19-9 indicated normal serum level of 24 (U ml). Moreover, the `nac' negative cancinoma invaded or metastasized more to the pancreas , duodenum, lymph Received August 29, 1989; revision accepted for publication September 5, 1989 . 81 node and vein ( Table 1) . The five year survival rate of the 'nac' positive and negative carcinoma was 75 and 11%, respectively. The difference was statistically significant (p<0.05). The non-invasive adenomatous component is considered as precancerous condition . However, significantly different clinicopathologic features of these two groups may be based on the different potentialities in cancer development such as adenoma-cancer versus de novo carcinoma (Muto and Adachi 1988) . 
